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AVTLSBA-C 13 July 1966 
SUBJECT:    Combat operations After-Action Report (RCS/J3-32) 

7. SUPPORTINQ FORCES, 

a, Artllleryt 

(1) Composition: 

(a) First five days of operations 

B/3/l3th Arty C155 How SP)s   DS l/5th Mech 
1 plat D/3/i3th Arty:   Ateh B/3/l3th Arty. 

(b) Sixth to eighth days of operation: 

C/Yinh Arty (105 How towed):    DS l/5th Heoh 
B/3/l3th Arty.   Ateh C/7/llth Wy 
1 plat D/3/l3th Arty:    Ateh C/7/l1th Arty. 

(2) Comments: 

(.a)   Phase I - The artillery support was not con- 
sidered adequate due to a lack of accuracy during a critical mission. 

(b)   Phase II - The artillery fired a 10 minute 
preparation on Objectives C and A.   A 155=5 howitzer battery and one 
platoon 8" located at Cu Chi provided the preparation on Objective C 
while a I55ma howitzer batter;- and one platoon 8" located at Trung 
lap fired the preparation on Objective A.   4.2" mortars were used to 
prepare blocking position Z and Objective B.   The preparation was 
accurate and timely.   On the second and third days of Phase II a rov- 
ing preparation, controlled by the Arty LO fren the air, was used on 
objective areas (OS XT 6528 and vie ir.ity XT 657268).   The artillery 
fire was extremely accurate and timely.   .'«11 :'will>adjustn missions 
during this phase were accurate and timely. 

b. Air Support. 

(1) Composition:    7th AF provided close air support, 

(2) Ccnnents:    The Beta A? LO traveled ir. the C&C ship 
and called for all "Immediate" air strikes.   The required response 
tint varied, but in all cases it was considered satisfactory.   Eleven 
preplanned close air support missions were utilized in Phases I and II, 
A preplanned B52 air strike requested by the 25th Inf Div to precede 
the attack on 26 June was not flown.   Due to the lack of information 
from the USAF concerning the approval or disapproval of the strike, 
H-hour, etc, the attack was unnecessarily delayed for 55 minutes. 

8. lOTSLLIGSäCS. 

a.   Intelligence prior to the operation:    Two main force 
battalions of the 165A Regt had been reported in the operations area. 
The Trong Bang Local Force Company was also reported ir. the area of 
operations vie XT 4932.   USA? FAC reported light to moderato small 
eras fire was constantly received during the week of 17-23 June from 
along the streams (XT 61O27O-XT 625306, XT 495313-XT 520345) and the 
wooded areas on the northeast edge of the Ho Bo Woods (XT 663260-XT 
63530?).   Results of operations by this battalion into the Boi Loi-Hc 
Bo Woods on 29 Kar - 5 .4* (CIRCLS PUSS), 16-21 Apr (KAHALA) and 
15-27 May (WAHIAWA) revealed that the area contained several supply 
bases and the base area of the, Q20th ticbilu Bn, Tay JJinh Province 
Documents an! PW's captured in the area indicated the Tay Sinh Pro- 
vincial   CcBwitte» was located in tho Boi Loi './cods with subordinate 

c: otS/^/D&'/V7~//\U 
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AVTIS8A-C ■ 13 July 1966 
SUBJECT:    Caabat Operations After-Action Report (RCS/J3-32) 

sections as follows:    lay Ninh Military Intelligence sub-sections 
(XT 5OO316), Tay Ninh Provincial Armament sub-section (XT 511339), 
and Workers Proselyting Section, Tay Hinh Provincial Committee 
(XT 527338),   The numerous caches, base camps and documents substan- 
tiated that the Boi Loi was a major COSVN rear service supply area. 
The Ho Bo has long been the base area for the Saigon-Gia Dinh Special 
Region Committee, 

b.   Enemy situation during the operation;   Initial contact 
was mode by Company B on 25 June when they wounded and captured a VCC 
who claimed to bo the XO and political officer (but was probably a 
platoon leader or higher rank) of the 1st Co, 320th Bn, vie XT 506314. 
Co C determined, through interrogation of civilians in the area, that 
a VC force of jo to 15 personnel moved every day south along the trail 
at coordinates XT 462299, moving just after dark.   This same forco 
usually passed in the opposite direction each day about 1OOO hours. 
After assaulting a bunker on 26 June, Co C wounded and captured a VCC 
vie XT 64O304,   Documents in his possession indicated that ha was a 
member of the security element of the Saigon-Gia Dinh Special Region 
Caaaittee, which seems to be located in the extensive tunnel system 
in the area.   Numerous documents found in the area indicated that the 
Political Staff, Military Affairs Ccraaittee, Saigon-Gia Dinh Special 
Region and agencies subordinate to CCSVN were located in the area. 
Of particular interest wore the large number of receipts for aamuni/r 
tion and weapons found in a tunnel which indicated the presence of 
an ammo and weapons supply point in the area.   Documents captured 
in vie XT 634305 indicated the B1O3 Medical Section, Rear Servico 
Staff, Saigon-Gia Dinh Special Region Camittee was in the area.    The 
documents included medical books, requests for medicine, medical ex- 
pense records and related documents.    Numerous letters of introduction 
to VC, dated 13 June 1966, from various medical sections stating that 
they would attend a medical class numbered 346 wore also captured. 
One of the documents, a request to join the Comunist Party, was 
addressed to the Security Section, Saigon-Gia Dinh Special Region. 
Additional documents also indicated the presenco of th-> Propaganda 
and Training Section (many propaganda signs ware in tho oroa, some 
written in .inglish and soco in Vietnamese) and the 2d Co, 243rd Anti- 
aircraft Bn, UÖ0 Arty Regt in the Ko So Woods.    Ho onoay force of 
significant size was encountered during the operation.    Enemy strength 
was estimatod at 15-20 VC operating in two- and three-man colls.    Of 
significance was tho fact that in several esses the VC fought from 
within the tunnels—a change to his tactics thus far encountered by 
this battalion.   The edges of tho Ho Bo are laced with trenches (Incl 
2),   Extensive defensive fortifications consisting of bunkers, trenches 
with overhead cover, tunnels and underground rooms were encountered 
during the operation.   Some examples of the sore significant onus are 
as follows: 

(l)   Area I (Incl 3):    Fortifications in this area con- 
sisted of 29 large bunkers (2O'x20'), which had been constructed with- 
in tho 60 days prior to t.is operation.    (This unit hod been through 
tho area on April 21. during Operation KArtALA.    At that time tho bun- 
kors wore not there.;   Unlike other bunkers found in the area, these 
wore partially above ground with all-around o'4c]2" firing ports approx- 
imately three feet above ground level (Incl 4).   Tho bunkers were built 
in pairs connected by a tunnel.   One trap door in the tunnel was the 
tain entrance into each bunker pair and an escape tunnel led cut of 
each bunker (Incl 5),   All of tho bunkers were conceded from aerial 
observation by rubber trees and dense woods.    Excavations for five 
more bunkers had boon completed but construction had r.ot started.   The 
bunkers within the eaaplax were autually supporting avC on one of the 
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main avenues of approach into the Ho Bo (Incl 6).    Each bunker was 
capable of sleeping 40 VC.    Once the bunkers wore ccnpletad, the 
complex would have been ablo to house an estimated 1,360 VC. 

(2) Area II (Inol 3):    Fortifications in this area 
consisted of a series of 5*x6' mutually supporting bunkers interconnect- 
ed   by a trench and tunnel system (Inel 7).   An unusual and well pro- 
tected bunker wa& located in this area vie XT 621291 (incl 8).   In 
addition to its use as a fighting position, the bunker also served as 
the control center for several clusters of command detonated mines and 
boobs.   The trench with overhead cover provided supplementary positions 
and & covered escape route.   Strong points were located at both ends 
of this area at coordinates XI 629302 and XT 614276.   The area acrcss 
the creek from this area to the west contained many old houses, most 
of which were at least partially destroyed.   However, these all con- 
tained protective shelters and small tunnels which shewed signs of 
rece.it use by the VC. ' 

(3) Aroa III (Incl 3):    Fortifications in the area con- 
sisted of a complex system of bunkers and underground roots connected 
by tunnels and trenches.   The complexes were well concealed in heavi- 
ly wooded areas overlooking open clearings (Incl 9,  10 and 11).   In 
all casos except one, the tunnels began in a bunker.   Largo under- 
ground rooms within the complex weru capable of accouodatins six to 
eight persons.   Most of tho bwiiors wore constructed with Large rubber 
tree logs (6"-l0" dia) for t's.i supports and overhead beans.    Two to 
three feet of dirt covered Oi.e.: bunker, many of which ware concrete 
reinforced, thus providing excellent protection from artillery fires. 
Some of the bunkeu wore eight feet doop with firing steps (Incl 12) 
connoctod to slopping quarters and cooking rooms (Incl Yi).   Kow con- 
struction was observed in GS XT 6528. 

e.   Terrain and Weather,   The terrain is generally flat 
with open areas south of the Boi Loi and south, contral and north of 
the Ho Bo,   Open areas to tho south and north consisted of damp and 
wet rice paddies, seme of which were cultivated.   The central area 
of the Ho Bo consists of rubber trees and dense woods as depicted on 
tho map.   However, secondary growth throughout tho aroa varies from 
light to thick with the center being the lightest area.   Th3 dense 
woods and areas of thick undergrowth restricted movement of track 
vohiclas.   Foot movement through these areas was also slew and 
tedious.   B52 boob craters presented a definite obstacle to track 
vehicles duo to the depth and density of the craters.   Thick vegeta- 
tion provided excellent concealaant for the VC and limited friendly 
observation.   Tho stream vst of the Ko Bo was Lupassable to track 
vehicles north of XT 612280.   Can Ca Bay Stream was negotiable from 
XT $80278 to XT 588255.   Rice paddies adjacent to this portion of 
th« stream were damp to wet but trafficablu to tracks.   Weather con- 
ditions during the operation presented little or ho problems.   Low 
ceilings prevented some helicopter operations out had no effect on 
ground operations.    Average weather conditions during the operation 
«or« neatly cloudy skies with .59 inches of precipitation per day; 
temperatures ranged fron a high of 91 degrees to a low of 71 degrees} 
"finds were froa tho SW at 5-8 knots. 

e.   There were no Civil Affairs/rsy Ops activities conduct- 
ed during the period. 

9.   KISSlOMt    1st Bn (Kech), 5th Xnf awes 250630JUN66 to con- 
duct independent search and destroy operations in the area of operations 
to locate and destroy VC units and base camps. 

£ZOA/Sr/£>£,A'T ,'AL 
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10. CONCEPT OF OPER,ffI0Wj    i/5th Mach moved in two echelon* 
■     frca base eonp oaanenoing 25/i63&nJN66 end oonduotod deceptive eperft- 

* tione along tho •cutharn edge of tho Boi Loi Woods oemplex to oover 
•oftroh and destroy operations in the Ho Bo Wood« on 26 June,   Bn (-) 
moved at 0630 hours with Co A, Co B and Recon Platoon to saturate 
areas 1, 2, and 3» respeotively,with acbushoe.   Co C departed -baa« 

f oomp at 0600 hour« aluig Axle GREEN in an attempt to flush the VC 
§! into tha oubushes,   Co C than established cnbuehae on Cbj 4.   Vo 
* detelop tha oovar plan, extensive aarial reoon», artillery and nor- 
| tar registrations, Htt fira», and limited air strikes war« placed on 
I Obj X on 25 Juno (Inol 14, Operation Overlay).   On 26p72jJUN66 tha 
I Bn attacked to «aito Cbj A, B, and C.   Co A and C moved along Axes 
I KSÜ and BUI, through Cbj 0 to «else Cbj A and C, respectively.   Co 

B noved along Axis WHITE to establish blocking position Z and, on 
order, aeiiad Cbj B.   All ocopanies then conduotod detailed searches 
in their ob jeotive areas,   During this phr.se cf the operation a neeh 
flaoe track was attaohed to Co A and Co B.   Reoon Platoon screened 
the battalion's west flank initially and was placed under Co B's 
CPCCH during the detailed March (Inol 15, Opn Overlay}. 

11. EXÜCUTIONi   the operation was conceived on 15 June 1966 and 
issued as OPORD 24-66 (Operation COCO PAIM3) 1712#»UN66. 

flapay (2g June ]?6$) 

The battalion moved as planned without incident until axned heli- 
.. copters reported seeing 25-30 VC in a trench vie XI 539311.   Five were 

estinatod to have been killed after off* ;tive air and nortar fires were 
placed on the target.   Aftor coaplotion of daylight deception activities, 
the battalion coiled into a night porineter. , 

Company A % 
i The ooapany departed base oaup at 0640 hours and closed into Cbj M 

1 at 0950 hours.   No contact was node until 154; hours when a VC was ,| 
killed (BC) by an aubu.ih vie XT 544310.   A thorough scorch of the ob- f 
jeotive area produced clothing, annunitionandalarga /t7 cine.   The f 
oenpany closed into tho battalion poriostor vie XT 530288 at 1830 hours I       j 
and establiahed two night anbuahosj no contact was node. § 

j 
The corapany departed base canp at 0630 hours and closed into Cbj 1 

2 at 0000 hours without contaot.   Light contact was node throughout i 
tha day resulting in two VC killed (BC) and one captured.   At 1900 hour» 
the coupeny closed into the battalion periaetar vie XI 530288 and es- 
tabliahed two aabushes) no content war node. .        I 

: I        i 
Ccnpany C 

The caipany departed base coup at OtQO hours and secured Cbj 5 
by 1028 hours.   No contact was aade and tho oeupany closed into the 
battalion pcrluater at 1830 hours.   Two anbushes were enployed tnat night j 
but none node oontaot. | 

I 
Beeon Platoon 

The platoon departed base oaup at O65O hours and established | 
blocking position 3 at 0910 hours.   At 0940 hours two VC suspects * 
ware apprehended when they atteupted to depart the area.   The sus- f 
peat« were evacuated along with throo other suspects apprehended by v 

, the eanand group vie XT 534285. .1 

* 6> 
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D+1 (26 June 1966) 

The attack v&s scheduled for 0630 hours but was delayed by 
higher headquarters until 0725 hours.   This delay was caused by a pro- 
posed air strike which was not conducted (see para 7b(2)).    /ill coa« 
,.anies secured and searched their objective areas and closed into a 
■'.•attalion periueter for the night defense.   Nine aobushes ware enploysd 
during darkness but •.. ■ contact was node, 

0ta»ny A 

The colony reached its objective area at 1030 hours naking 
light contact enroute.   Intense autcuatic weapons fire was received 
frcra a bunker vie XT 62252956 and tho ensuing fire fight resulted 
In two VC killed and the discovery of an extensive bunker-tunnel 
conplec (Incl 7).   The assault on tho bunker produced 12 rifles, muni- 
tions and a nount for an SG-43 HHG.    Several bocbytraps, caaaani deto- 
nated nines and explosives, to include four 25 lb frag bcabs, were 
destroyed,   The bunkers and tunnels wore destroyed by denolitions and 
shape charges.   Four VC were estimated to have been killed in the 
bunker-tunnel conplex. 

Ccupany B 

By 1000 hours the caipany had ostablished its blocking position 
destroying two bunkers and capturing one VC onrcute.   Detailed search 
of the area produced several bocos of clothing, uunitions, miscellane- 
ous docuuents and equipment and a tunnel eaiplcx vie XT 6l6294.   The 
cuapany not light resistance and destroyed 12 bunkers, 5,000 lbs of 
boobytrapped rice, and several grenades and CBU bocbytraps. 

Ccapany C 

The company's attack encountered bocbytraps, AT nines and nedsr- 
ato snail axus and rifle grenade fire frcn trenches and bunkers.   3y 
1432 hours a large eonnand bunker with an extensive tunnel conplax was 
encountered vie XT 64Q30i.   By 1800 hours the ccupany had searched out 
the objective area destroying two AT nines, twelve bocbytraps, several 
bunker-tunnel conplexes and captured one VCC with rifle, two Russian 
AT nines, clayuore weapons and bocbytraps.   Thr«e VC ware estimated 
to have been killad in the bunker-tunnel conplexes. 

Recon Platoon 

Tho platoon screened tho battalion's west flank but node no ene- 
ny contact.   While porfoming its sejwonint uission, the platoon lo- 
cated and destroyed 2,000 lbs of bocbytrappud rice, boobytrapped CSU 
bajblets, two bunkers and captured 1500 lbs of peanuts, one rifle and 
several docuuents. 

BS3 (27 June 1966.) 

Co B, 2/27th Inf (Cnpt J. R. Paschali, cccaanding) was attached 
effective 27/fe00JuN66 and the Battalion Task Force enployod Co A vie 
XI 62329?   (ALPHA), Co B vie XT 655285 (GUEB2C), Co C vie XT 645302 
(NOVSUSR), Co B, 2/27th Inf vie XI 635305 (CHARLIS), and the Bacon 
Platoon vie XT 655273 (T.JCO) on search aid dost.-cy operations.   An 
12 was socurod vie XI 636296 for tho Co B, 2/27th Inf helicopter lord- 
ins« u*i oil eenpanies conducted S4D operations in their respectivo 
areas following artillery, uortar and air preparations.   Throughout 
tho day units not light to ucderate resistance and closed into the 
battalion poriuetor vie XT 630288 by dusk.   Ton aubushes were «aployod 
during darkness without contact, 
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Coipany A , 

Thu .ccnpany departed the base at 0730 hours and encountered 
AT nines, rifle grenades and snail aros fire frcn two bunkers on 
the edge of their objective area. , Tha coupany overran the bunkers 
and estimated killing two VC.   Two rifles and a 7.92m ZB26 IKO 
were oaptured,   A detailed search of the bunkers led into an exten- 
sive tunnel network which produced nany docuuents, olothing, nuni- 
tions and equipment.   The bunker, tunnel and all nunitions were 
destroyed. 

Ccupany B 

The ccnpany conducted a detailed search of the area against 
light snail ams fire, bocbytraps, and AT nines.   By the end' of the 
day they had destroyed by demolitions 16 bunkers, two cf which were 
concrete reinforced, a concrete reinforced rocn capable of seating 
30 pers/ans, 26 tunnels, 200-300 feet each, 12 CBU bocbytreps and four 
AT nines. 

Cenpany C 

The coipany arrived on the assigned objective area and net stiff 
resistance fron several bunkers.   The VC euployed rifle grenades, autc- 
natic weapons, cajuand detonated AT nines and claynore-type weapons 
frcn four different bunkers.   Two VC kills wore estimated in the en- 
suing bunker assaults which revealed a cone rote reinforced bunker- 
tunnel conplex.   The coupany searched and destroyed these complexes 
and captured several grenades, clayuow weapons, C3U bcnblets, bocby- 
traps, clothing, fresh food and largo nines wired for cccnand detona- 
tion U55nu,  l75nn, 8« and 250 lb bcobs), 225 rounds of 7.92 anno, a 
Chiecn carbine, three sots of field equipment and miscellaneous docu- 
nents Nhifih filled two sand bags. 

Co B, 2/27th Inf 

The coupany landed on the LZ at 0330 hours and noved into their 
ar-<a following an artillery preparation.   They discovered and destroy- 
ed 11 tunnels, 79 yds of white cloth, fresh food ard a bicycle.   They 
also captured seven nodical jackets, a nask and cap and apprcednately 
four pounds of niscellaneous docuuents. 

Bee on Platoon 

The platoon secured the wood line south cf'Cbj CHARUS and 
assisted the passage of Co B, 2^7th Inf.   By 11O6 hours the platoon 
occupied blocking position T.UOC to jirovent eneny departure frcn 
the AO.   The platoon nado no contact but found and destroyed a 30 
lb alayaore type weapon. 

1*3 (28 June 1966) 

The TF continued SiO operations in the .\0 and en ployed Co A 
Tic XT 616235 (GOLF), Co B vie XT 655285 (^tSEC), Co C vie XT 655- 
278 (UKIFC&i), Co B, 2/27th Inf vie XT 652285 (03CR), and Recon 
Platoon along Axis SJXY (XT 638296 - XT 642305 - XT 633308 - XI 
625304).   During the search the VC put up stiff resistance frcn within 
the tunnels and in sen« oases prevented coiploto searching prior to 
destruction of the tunnel«. Attenpts to flush the VC out by use of 
tear gas were ineffective.   The VC continued to fire fron within the 
tunnels.   Charges ware placed as class as posslblo to the VC and deto- 
nated, collapsing the tunnels.  Each coupany ouployod stay-behind ao- 
bushes before returning to the battalion perineter.   Only the Co B 

•8 
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enbush at XT 651231 node contact, killing one VC (BC). 

Caapany A 

In searching their obj area the caapany encountered several 
elaborate bunker-Aunnel complexes end by the ond of the day had deTr 
stroyed eight of these positions, r.hree uachinagun positions, a nor-v 
tar position, clothing, several boobytraps and dry batteries.   Slaep- 
ing ojiartura in two of the large bunkers could ceuf ortably acccncdata 
four persons e&oh,   Riflt grenades were used by the VC in the area, 

Ccupany B 

A thorough search of the arc." was continued throughout the day 
which resulted in the destruction   i seven bunkers, an extensive tunnel 
ccaplex, two 1$ nines and gftr^<% boobytraps.   The VC used rifle gre- 
.«138, snail aius and, frcn within the tunnel eenplex, an automatic 
weapon.   Suoke was used to locate all entrances and the tunnel was 
destroyed. 

Caipany C 

Several tunnels were found in the company objective area.   A 
ravine, 10-15 feet deep, 300 feet long and iZ feet wide was located 
vie XT 654230,   Into the sides of the ravine were tunnels to pro- 
vide shelter and storage areas.    Ono of the tunnels located in the 
area consisted of several lavols and oight passageways.   An under- 
ground classroai with a aoatins capacity of twenty persons was also 
located and destroyed.   By the end of the day the coupany destroyed 
two bunker-tunnel conplexes, three tunnel caaplexes, several booby- 
traps and aunitions.   New amo pouches, web equipment, ono cirbina, 
a radical kit and Miscellaneous clothing and docuuents wore captured. 

Co B, 2/27th Inf 

The caapany objective area contair-ed no trace of use by VC. 
Two boobytraps were located and rifle grenade fire was received frca 
the south of their objective area. 

Recon Platoon 

The platoon conducted its sweep along Axis SAU.Y and by 0905 
hours encountered a caaplex bunker-tunnel systea vie S 642303. 
Snail aras fire was received frau within the tunnels.   The platoon 
■pent the rest of the day searching and destroying the tunnels and 
bunkers and by the end of tho day had destroyed five bunker-tunnel 
ecuplaxoB, two wall concealed tunnels, sevon hand grenade boobytraps, 
and five 03U boobytraps.   Ton thousand lbs of rice and four bags of 
ceoent were captured.    Efforts to flush the VC out of the tunnels 
failed and tho tunnels were destroyed, 

D»4 (29 Juno 1966) 

Tho battalion task forco continued S&D operations with light 
to uoderate contact.   The T? employed Co A on Cbj HOTS, vie XT 655- 
288j Co B rvturnad to Obj QUE92C; Co C on Cbj ECHO vie XI 660260; 
Co B, 2/27th Inf »a Cbj 7023307 vie XT 655274} Rocon Platoon con- 
tinued its swee; of Axis SAUX.   All companies returned to the bat- 
talion periuete'r at dusk and eaployod seven csbuehos during the night, 
but no contact was node. 

I 
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Caipany A 
The coupany conducted their search under constant harassing . 

•nail ami: and rifla gronada fire.   Tho aroa was heavily boobytrapped 
and th« buncer-timnel complexes encountered were woll construotad and 
reinforced.   By the end of tho day six tunnels, two bunker-tunnel 
oonplaxos, uunitions and several ca.uand detonated nines were destroy- 
ed.   Six hundred lbs of bortytrapped rice was also found and destroyed. 

Caipany B 

With the exception of one ooaaand detonated nine, the eaapany 
node no contact during the day.   After thoroughly searehit^; the area» 
22 bunkers (several of which were reinforced with steel or concrete)« 
17 tunnels (two of which were three-level), suspended 8inn bodbytraps, 
31 granados and 6Cta bocbytraps, and aany other inanitions were do- 
•troyod.   One rifle and several rounds of «munition (2COB, 7.62MB 
and Ifitm) were captured. 

Coapany C 

The ccupany uot no resistanco during their search but encounter- 
ed several bocbytraps.   A large three-level tunnel caiplsx was found 
vie XT 638266 which led to several bunkers.   Cne of these bunkers was 
reinforced with steel beans and a steel top.   This entire canplax along 
with throe saapans and a beat wore destroyed. 

U 3, 2/2.7th Inf 

The caupany :jet no resistance in their search which produced 
an extensive bunker-tunnel caiplex.   The tunnel led to 12 different 
exits/entrances and a thorough search of the area produced clothing, 
documents, auounition, aedical supplies, 3,000 lbs of rice, a VC 
gas uask, a Chinese or Russian gas laask, 55 gals of kerosene and aight 
bocbytraps. 

Bacon Platoon 

The platoon completed its sweep of Axis SALLX and in the process 
received two rifle grenade rounds and hit one AT uine.   A large bunker- 
tunnel caaplox, reinforced with stool bea.is, was discovered.   Inside 
the bunker wore several benches, 3toola, a blackboard, rifle grensdes, 
and 500 lbs of rice.   With the exception of the rico, the entire cou- 
plox was dostroyed.   By the end of the day, a total of 3,400 lbs of 
rice and 100 lbs of salt wore captured. 

D»S (30 Juno 1966) 

Tho battalion TF continued SÜD operations to cauploto the de- 
tailed anarch of the area.   The TF was employed with Co A returning 
to Cbj HOTAL, CC B with tho Recon plat attached returning to Obj 
QUeBSC, Co C to vie XT 595265 (KILO) and Co 3, 2/27th Inf to Aroa 
LOU, vie XT 625295 in order to saturate the aroa with daylight aa- 
bushes.   Several AI and AP ainos and bocbytraps were encountered 
during the day while destroying extensive bunker-tunnel complexes 
and largo rainfarced bunkers in the .JD.    Co B, 2/27th Inf was re- 
leased freu battalion control at 1604 huurs.   All companies returned 
to the battalion base and euployed sove.i a.Pushes but no contact 
was node. 

cZO/v/*-/ OiTAJT7AL, 
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Ca'.pany A 

The conpany ooapletod thoir search of the ravüio vie XT 653- 
280 and also found several fortified buildings in the area.   Nino 
bunkers, four tunnels, six buildings and several bocbytraps were 
dostroyod.   Five hundred lbs of rice was captured by the end of the 
day.   The oa.ipany then conducted a reconnaissance in force vie XX 
650268; results were negative. 

Ccop&ny B 

The ocapany completed the search of their objective area en- 
countering heavily boobytrapped areas and /J nines.   Two tunnels and 
twelve bunker oooplexes were destroyed along with nunerous booby- 
traps.   'Several 8ta,  I05na and 155m rounds, all of which were wired 
for cttii.and detonation, were found and destroyed.   Two carbines were 
also captured. 

Caapany C 

The oonpany's search in the new objective area was haapored by 
several ,S and iP uinos and boobytraps.   Twenty-one bunkers, varying 
in size freu I5'xl5' to snail concrete reinforced bunkers were de- 
stroyed.   The caipany also captured 900 lbs of rice, clothing and 
miscellaneous documents. 

Cw 3, 2/27th Inf 

Tlie caipcny saturated their area with ariusaes but no contact 
was nado.    detraction by helicopter car.enced at 1430 hours and by 
16O4 hours'the last olaüent was airborne and released freu battalion 
control. 

The battalion terminated the operation and cocneneed its re- 
turn to base caap at 0700 hours.    Co ;. was required to secure a 
portion of an LZ for the 3d Bn, 49th Inf Bogt (;Jlv:i) helicopter ex- 
traction vie XT 633273.   They wore also required to establish a 
blocking position vie XI 625268 and destroy sa:c large bunkers vie 
XT 597264.    Co B secured the remainder of the LZ,  Co C was given 
the mission to scour»    the read froi Trung Lap (XT 5819) to Hwy 1 
(X? 56l6) and protect tlie engineer clearing party along the road. 
The Äoctn Platoon e sec-tod the CP group, Kvy Hort Plat and all dis- 
abled vehicles to vie Trung Lap and then csctrted the artillery group 
freu Trung Lap tc the base coup.   Due to reports of ground activity 
vie XT 590270, Co C was diverted to investig-to and at 13C0 hours Co 
H (-)t 2/14th Inf was ,-i.rlifted into the „vo tc assiet ir. securing 
the road freu Trung Lap to Kwy 1.   3y 1935 hvors all ole-icnts elcsod 
into the base caap, terminating Operation COCO FXi. 

Cajp&ny .. 

The caipany established its blocking positicn an- secured Its 
portion of the LZ by 0803 hours.    Siever. large, well constructed bun- 
kers (Incl k) woro destroyed vie XT 596263.   JJo ccntact was ^aie dur- 
ing the day, except for the detenatian of one £ «ino vie XT 520229 
Mhlsh nctUrately daua^od an «?C, 

0{| 
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Ccupany B 

Tho ccupany secured their portion of the 1Z by 0Ö00 opposed 
by light and sporadic suall arus fire.   Upon completion or the heli- 
copter extraction, tho unit conducted a sweep through a suspected 
VC occupied area vie XT 604264; no contact was nado and tho ccupany re- 
turned to base canp. 

Ccupany C 

While enroute to secure the rood frcn Trung Lap to Hwy i, amed 
gunehlps reportod receiving heavy ground fire frcn vie XI 590270, 
The eonpany was diverted in an atteapt to closo with and destroy the 
eneny.   No VC were found in tiie area and signs of VC occupancy were 
not evident.   The ccupany then resuswd its original aission and re- 
turned to base ocup at 1935 hours. 

12,    R3SUJJ3. 

a.   Friendly! 

(l)   634 personnel started tho opor.-.tii-n and 586 cca- 
pleted.   The latter figure includes 39 WL» who regained with their 
units (Incl 16, Casualty list). 

(2)   Fourteen .^C's, Ki 13, were damaged by ainos.   Six 
war« repaired in the field and continued the operation. 

b.   Eneny. 

(.1)   25 VC killed (6 BC>, 3 VCC and 6 VCS. 

(2)   Material, equipaent and facilities: 

(a)   Captured: 

2 M1 rifles 
13 Chic a \ carbines 
2 U.S. carbines 
1 U.S. Ml6 rifle 
1 Geruan Mauser 
1 7.92UU Ii£, 2326 (Bä.'3) 
1 Sprircfiold rifla (l9Q3) 
1 M72 U* 
4 rifles, typo unknown 
1 aachincgun acunt en whoolad carrier for 

7.62m &£ SG-43 (Goryunov) 
1 carbine, t;?e unknown 

10 ccubat packs 
1 cartridge belt 
2 pistol belts 
6 uudieal Jackets 
1 :.:edieal cap   • 
1 uoUleol uask 
1 uudieal kit 

31 a;rio pouches 
4 bag» "CtOO lb) crjer* 

20,000 lbs rice 
1 gas uask, Russian or Chinese type 

Nuuerous docur.u)nts 
Hiacollanecus clothing 
Medical Manuals 

* IX 
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(b)   Destroyed: 

21 rifle grenaios 
3 hand grenade« (U.S.) 
6 hand grenades (VC) 

35 hand gronados (Chlccu) 
20 boobytraps (hard grenade, 8lan and öCto typt) 
21 boobytraps (CBU baab type) 
3 boobytraps (2.75" rocket) 
7 8lua boobytraps (suspended in tress) 
1 boobytrapped antiaircraft rocket 
1 U.S. carbine (boobytrapped in a punji pit) 

34 CSU bexiblets 
35 AT nines 

1 AP nine 
3 Ciixi rda (ri^god for end dot) 
4 I05nu rds (rigged for cod det) 
7 I55nu rds (rigged for cad det) 
2 8" ids (rigged for cod dot) 
3 250 lb boibs (rigged for cod det) 
3 1?5na rds (rigged for cod det)    • 

11 clayaoro weapons 
155 bunkers 
78 tunnols 
4 25 lb frag boibs (U.S.) 
1 VC frag boab 

1040 rds 7.62;a linked aano 
40 rds Ciicai 7.62xi auao 

300 axis 5.56xi aaao (U.S.) 
50 rds 7.6&.U (short) 

725 rds 7.92m auao 
60 rds cal .30 auao 

1 B.jl uagazine 
30 rds cal ,32 OBCO 

1 VC gas uask 
1 boat 
1 wagon 

7,600 lbs rice (boobytrapped) 
11 M79 «de 
60 buildings 
6 stmpans 

70 gals kerosene 
1 sugar cane processing machine 

i.ijeellaneous clothing. 

13. maasausm H/jras. 
a.   Supplies:    AH resupply was accomplished by UH1D heli- 

copters flying froa base caap to the forward CP area.   During the 
operation, 131 sorties delivered the following supplies« 

(1) Class It   44,500 pounds. 

(2) Class II:    11,000 pounds. 

(3) Class III:   38,000 pounds (4,675 gallons). 

(4) Class IV:   3,600 pounds. 

(5) Class V:   24,300 pounds. 

(6) Miscellaneous«   34,280 pounds (includes 6,032 gal- 
lons of water). 
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(7)   Personnel:    14,000 pounds. 

The battalion expended the following auaunition and denolitions 
during the operation« 

Ctg 7.621X1 ball 
Ctg 7.62EJQ 4+1 
Ctg 5.56m ball 
Ctg 5.56aa tracer 
Ctg cal .$0 4+1 
Ctg 4Cna, HE 
Ctg 8liaa, HE 
Ctg film« WP 
Ctg 4.2», HE 
Ctg 4.2», WP 
Grenade, frag 
Rocket, li66 
Kins, AP, M18AI 
Grenade, smoke, yellow 
Grenade, saoke, violet 
Grenade, suoke, HC 
Grenade, hand, CS 
Flare, trip 
Block, doao,  C4, 2£ lb 
Block, deuo, Ti.T,  lib 
Cratering charge, 40 3b 
Cord, detonating 
Fuze, blasting, tine 
I^nitor, fuze 
Blasting cap, non-olectrie 

1,680 rds 
30,400 rds 
25,560 rds 

1,140 rds 
22,200 rds 

1,296 rds 
203 rds 

6 rds 
635 rds 
37 rds 

875 ea 
7 ea 

24 ea 
32 ea 
96 ea 
48 ea 

106 ea 
32 ea 

590 lbs 
1,650 lbs 

43 oa 
4,000 feet 
1,250 feet 

170 ea 
510 ea 

b.   Maintenance:    The Bn started the operation short six 
(6) carriers, personnel, F.T., H113.   The Boeon Platoon was short 
three (3), the Medical Plat one (1), and Co A and Co C one (1) each. 
During the operation thirteen (13) carriers wore danasod by AT nines 
and one (1) carrier was dauoged by a large AP sine.   Six (6) of 
theso vehicles were repaired in the field and continued the operation. 
The othor eight were evacuated to base coup at the temination of the 
operation.   Of the eight (8) that wore evacuated to base canp,  seven 
(7) had tobe towed; one returned under its own power.   Six (6) of 
the above oight (8) carriers have, sine« thoir .roturr, boondoclared 
not econcaically rcpairabla.   Twenty (20) carriers boeaao inoperable 
for ucchanical failures during the operation; howover, twelve (12) 
of theso wero ropairod in the field and continuod the oporation.   The 
reuaining oight (8) wero ovacuated to base eav.p at the temination of 
the operation.    Soven (7) of the eight (8) returned under their own 
power; however, they were short-tracked.   The najor nechanical failure 
experienced was the sop.-jation of the idler a» f roa the hull of the 
carrier.   Thare wore seven (7) of theso failures artl all seven (7) 
carriers had to bo evacuated.   Two of the carriers with this failure 
had boon rebuilt oight (8) uonths ago and since that tine they have 
traveled uore than 2500 alles.     The other five (5) tracks with this 
failure wore over five (5) years old and havo trcveldd over 5000 uilas. 
Because this Bn was short five (5) tight Recovery Vehicles, it bo- 
caue a uajor problou to evacuate tho eight vehicles that required 
tawing.   In order for this Bn to accomplish the task of extracting 
the eight downed vehicles, ten (lO) additional ccubat vehicles were 
diverted to tow the downed tracks.   Two (2) tracks wero so badly 
dcuaged thoy required four other vehicles to tow then.    If the five 
($) Light Boeovery Vehicles had been on hand, they could have ao- 
ccuplishod the saue task as the ton (l0) carriers, with less wear 
and tear. 
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e.    Troatuent of Casualties,  Evacuation and Hospitaliza- 
tiom    The Bn Pwd Aid Station was staff ad by one doctor and four 
uodics,   During the operation 156 patients wore seen and treated, 
of which 73 were duo to sickness or disease, 52 fraa wounds received 
in hostile action, and 31 non-battle injuries (sprains, cuts, bruises, 
etc.).   Thirty-four of the 156 patients «ere evacuated by resupply 
helicopters.   During the operation,  18 Dust Off helicopters wore re- 
quested which evacuated a total of 43 casualties.   These A3 patients 
ware not processed through tho Bn Aid Station, but evacuated to the 
25th Wed Bn. 

d. Transportation:    The Bn oonsuued a total of 8,837.gal- 
lons of i'lOJAS during tho operation. 

e. Caaunicationsj 

(1) The primary noans of camunication during Opn 
COCO PALIS was Ei radio.   Wire nets wore used at all ti.:«ain tho CP 
couplex and to the caipanies wherwvor possiblo.   During the periods 
of darkness tho Bn ccuaand not uaintainod radio listening silence 
and used wire as the nriuory uouns of communications.    Tho Bn ualn- 
tained F1-* radio and R.OT contact with Bda.   Tho re was no wire caaau- 
nioation between tho Bn and Bde.   UHF air-ground ccrciunications ••- % 
also available and used by tho AF LO for air support iiisaitns. 

(2) This Dr. is equipped with tho VHC-12 fauily of 
radios which is an axoellont pioco of equipment.   It is believed 
that the intense heat (115 dujroos) inside tho carrier lili3 has an 
adverse effoct on tho radio transmitters (KT524 and KT246).   During 
the operation a total of olovon HT's either foiled to transmit or 
receive or the ft;i (cooling syston) ran continuously.   This situation 
was partially corrocted by  periodically turning tho sots off and 
poÄiittinji than to cool.   This procedure was especially true at night 
when lots radio traffic was required and nots oculd bo monitored with 
to« auxiliary reoeiver (R442) without sacrificing cjauunications 
•ffioisnoy. 

f. Kedioal 2v.-2uation:    Access to tho £n Aid Station dur- 
ing the opai'ution was coed.   Overall nodical caro of uinor complaints 
and casualties was good.   However, it was not advisaalo tc evacuate 
all injuries through the aid station because cf the terrain, tine 
factors involved and tho seriousness of the wounds.    Cf tho S3 
injuries that wore treated at the aid station, 54 wore returned to 
duty. Tiiia tisSulm jAMüxJM MM nXii as, wssai&z et a 
tacagi aid ifca&tsB. 

14.    SftiClAi. SjUiK-aff .JD TECHMQISS. 

a. Mechanized floae throwers.   The flx-.o throwers proved 
to be veiy effoctivj during this operation duo to tho nuaorous bun- 
kers encounterod.   The one major drawbeeic was the whocl-counted ser- 
vice unit which could not acca-.pany the battalion ever cross-country 
routos.   Therefore, the flame threw» wore of little value once their 
pressure was expended,    äctonsivo use could bo m*io possiblo by acur.t- 
ing the so. vice unit in a Till trae« e..rr-jr to provide tho necessary 
oross-country mobility. 

b. Tunnel destruction techniques.    A technique has yet to 
be found which will adequately destroy a c-.ploc tunnel systea.   A 
special technique •uplejln,.: acetylene £aa and duto.-vtor proved irv- 
effective for many reasons, one of which was the de^th of the tunnels 
•neountored.   This technique is stated to bo very offoctivc in depth« 
of loss tin« six foot; however, most of the tunnels in tho area were 
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§f;<    " well below six feet.    Another technique applied which was quite 
successful was the use of several oratoring charges placed at key 
levels and' tunnel "T'a," connected in parallel with detonating cord 
(Incl 10).   When detonated, the parallel connection results in 
sinultanoous detonation of all charges and the resulting blast ca> 
pletoly oaves in the tunnel.   This nethad, however, would require a 
large aaount of explosives for the extensive tunnel systens which 
wer« prevalent in the A0. 

,15.   CCMHANDER ANALYSIS, 

a.   The several contacts node the first day of the opera- 
tion along the southern edge of the Boi Loi Woods indicated continued 
extensive use of this area by the VC.   Their continuous and rather 
careless moveoent to and freu the southern edge of these woods oakes 
the area idoally suited for saturation aabushing, 

,•■ b.   It was not until one hour after tha attack on 26 June ■ 
was due to begin that the battalion found out that the 352 strike 
would not bo uade.   Then our planning WAS hauperad by not knowing 
whether the strike would be nade or the tiae the strike was to be 
node. 

c. After the first diy's operation in the Ho Bo Woods, it 
bocana apparent that the extent of the bunker/tunnel systens was such 
as to require either an extondod stay to accomplish the mission or 

/ additional troops.   Konce, whan an additional rifle conpany was offered, 
it WAS readily accepted, 

d. The evidence of new construction in the Ko Bo Woods 
plus the extensive fortifications encountered iidieato the VC plan 
to continue extonsivo use of this aroa.    In spite of the 78 tunnel« 
which were destroyed, it is folt that only a very snail percentage 
of the total tunnels in the area were located and destroyed.   This 
opinion is based on the ease with which the VC olidod our continuous 
search and on the fact that vary few tunnels with concealed entrances 
wore located. 

•i 

o.    Tho construction of nost of the bunkers found and de- 
stroyed was such that thoy could withstand a direct artillery hit. -| 
Thus, as long as thoy rouoinod inside their bunkors, the VC wore | 
laaune to artillery firo and Jix..uno to all but direct hits by benbs, f 

f. It is boliovod that thj extonsivo bunker systcu found 
in grid squares XT 5925 anl XT 5926 provided a havon, scfo frca ar- 
tillery firo and air strikes, for a largo force aoving through tho 
area.   Since this systen was only recently construetod, it night 
be ossuned it was constructed to support tho uonsocn offensive in 
this area. 

g. Noither tho ARVN nor tho U.a. eüvisors with the ARVN 
undorstood tho uso of the No Fire Lino.   Tho ARV;.- battalion actually 
uoved troops across tho MFL before noking any foraal request for 
a change, 

h.   Thoro has boon souo discussion of lato oaong aodioal 
corps personnel that battalion surgoons should not be in tho field. 
The Battalion Aid Station and surgeon uoved to the field with the 
CP Group.   The surgeon treated 83 patients for injuries (both battle 
aid non-battle) aid roturned 54 to duty.   Ho also troated 73 asn 
for sickness or disease and returned 68 to duty.   Tho value of the 
proeonce of tho battalion surgeon in tho field is obvious. 

cro/u/^/^^- A/ TI AL. 
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16.    RECOfrläMIOttS. "    ' 

a. Future operations (»ploying saturation anbushes along 
tho south urn adgo of the Boi Loi Woods should bo oonduotod. 

b, Poriodio operations should bo oonduotod into the Ho Bo 
Woods area to prevent rebuilding of the extensive bunker caiplex and 
eventually to convince the VC of the futility of using this as a najor 
base of operations, 

o.   Extensive use should be node of H&2 fires in grid 
squares XT 5925 and XT 5926 to deny the VC the opportunity to re- 
build tho bunkers destroyed in that area. • 

d.   Information on B52 strikes oust be node available at 
the earliest possible tine. 

o.    Careful coordination on the use of supporting fires, 
to include a thorough explanation of tho No Fire Lino, should bo 
node with AfiVN forces opurating in the vicinity of U.S. forces. 

FOH THE CCviONDERj 
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jft&U/ /jj&fes OTAN 'ANDP,ESS 
Capt, Inf 
Adjutant 
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\    >-v   ,AVTLSBA-C (13 Jul 66)     •■?•   1st Ind (C) 
r •'      SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS J3/32) Operation 

COCO PALMS (U) 
* -— 

HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 96225 29 July 1966 

THRUi Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN:. ACofS G3 (DScT), 
APO 96266 

TO:  Commander, U.S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam, ATTN: J343, 
APO 96243 

1» Reference subparagraph ?a(2) (a). Lack of accuracy for initial 
artillery mission of phase 1 was due to inaccurate Initial lay of 
supporting artillery battery. Immediate corrective command action was 
taken which resulted in subsequent timely and accurate artillery support. 

2, Attention is invited to the doscription of VC fortifications 
in the HO BO WOODS (para 8). 

3. The use of mechanized flamethrowers to assist in the assault 
and destruction of thoso fortifications aro hampered because the whoclcd 
vchiolo flamothrowor service unit eannot follow the APC's over the typo 
terrain found in the area. A tracked sorvico unit could alleviate this 
problem. 

A. The ooetylono gas method of tunnel destruction is limited in 
its destructive capabilities. This unit finally resorted to multiple 
shaped charges connected in parallel, and thoreforo dotonatod simultan- 
eously. Though this method is satisfactory, the volume of explosives 
needed for-destroying on extensive tunnel system creates limitations. 
A satisfactory tunnel destruction device or equipment for forcing tho 
VC from tunnels is needed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

DUTT TO A?       BAMTIT 

UL 

PHILIPS. BGNDI 
CPT, AGC 

3UTI0N: Asat AG 
fACofS for Forco Dov, DA 

CG, USARP;.C, ATTN:    GPOP-KH 
MACV, ATTN:   J343 (thru IIFFORCEV) 
MACV, ATTN:   J2 (thru IIFFORCEV) 
MACV, ATTN:   MACT (thru IIFFORCEV) 
MACV, ATTN:   Chief, USAF Advisory Gp (thru IIFFORCEV) 
CG, USARV, ATTN:   AVC (D & H) 
CG, IIFFORCEV, ATTN: AOofß G3 (D L T) DOWNGRADE AT 3 XSAR INTERVALS 
CG, USA Infantry School, Ft Bcnning, Ga.      DECLASSIFIED 'AFTER 12 YEARS 
CG, US/. Armor School, Ft Knox, Ky. DOD DIR 520C.10 
US/. Inf H Ros Unit, Ft Bcnning, Ga. 
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